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PS 3351WDE ABORIGINAL PEOPLES AND THE LAW:

The relationship between Aboriginal Peoples and 

Non-Aboriginal Peoples Living in Canada
On-line JANUARY 7-APRIL 9 - 2013

Instructor: Dr. D. West

Office: Orillia Campus OA3019

Office Hours: By Appointment

Phone: 705-330-4008, extension 2647

ALL CORRESPONDENCE and ASSIGNMENTS: dwest@lakeheadu.ca
An examination of the unique legal position of Aboriginal Peoples in Canada with particular emphasis on the political, economic and social impact of the law. Topics to be dealt with include: International Law and indigenous people, Aboriginal identity in Canada, the nature of aboriginal title, the scope of aboriginal rights,  land claim negotiations (specific and comprehensive land claims), self-government, constitutional developments, contemporary political and social issues.
Required Text: Cannon, Martin and Lina Sunseri, eds. Racism, Colonialism and Indigeneity in Canada. Toronto: Oxford, 2011.

GRADING

CASE STUDY x 2 * .......................................30% (due by last day)
RESEARCH PAPER **...................................30% (due March 4)
FINAL EXAMINATION***............................40% (TBA)
*CASE STUDIES (Due by last day of class, April 9th)
There will be one case assigned as reading for each Module of the course. Look for these cases on the Desire2Learn site for the course. Each student will provide a 2 page synopsis of TWO (2) CASES OF THEIR OWN CHOICE that include: 

· A brief overview of the case

· An examination of the principle of law that pertains to the case

· An opinion about how the case changes the relationship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples in Canada

**RESEARCH PAPER

Each student is responsible for completing a 5-7 page (APA style, 12 point font) research paper that answers the following question:


In your opinion, what is the most important issue facing 
the relationships between Aboriginal Peoples and Non-
Aboriginal Peoples living in Canada?
The Instructor expects students to use at least 10 sources for the completion of this paper. Plagiarism is not tolerated in this course and any papers that are received after the due date will be graded down by one mark out of 30 per day late.

***FINAL EXAMINATION 
The final examination will be based on the assigned readings for the course and will consist of two parts:

1- Identifications – each will require a short 5 line paragraph
2- Essay questions – there will be a choice of 2 out of 4 

COURSE SCHEDULE

The course is divided into 9 Modules which correspond to the required text. Each Module will also contain a Powerpoint and a case that pertains to the Module and will be released to students according to the following Schedule.

Module 1 – released January 7

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – vi-28.

Module 2 – released January 21
Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 29-56.

Module 3 – released February 4

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 57-86.

Module 4 – released February 11

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 87-110.

Module 5 – released February 25

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 111-136.

Module 6- released March 4

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 137-162.

Module 7 – released March 11

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 163-188.

Module 8 – released March 18 

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 189-230.

Module 9 – released March 25

Reading:  Cannon and Sunseri – 231-274.
